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SELECT COMMITTEE ON MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING BETWEEN BALGA SENIOR 
HIGH SCHOOL AND MANUFACTURING INDUSTRY TRAINING SERVICES PTY LTD 

Establishment - Motion 

Resumed from 26 June on the following motion moved by Hon Peter Collier - 
That - 

(1) A select committee of three members is appointed, any two of whom constitute a 
quorum. 

(2) The committee is to inquire into and report on - 

(a) the circumstances surrounding the signing of the memorandum of 
understanding between Balga Senior High School and Manufacturing 
Industry Training Services Pty Ltd on 14 February 2005 for the 
establishment of the Balga Works program; 

(b) the knowledge and involvement of government ministers, officers of the 
Department of Education and Training and officers of all other government 
and ministerial offices in the circumstances surrounding the signing of the 
memorandum of understanding as referred to in (a); 

(c) the circumstances surrounding the replacement of Manufacturing Industry 
Training Services Pty Ltd with Hurson Pty Ltd as the operators of the Balga 
Works program in 2005; 

(d) the knowledge and involvement of government ministers, officers of the 
Department of Education and Training and officers of all other government 
ministerial offices in the circumstances surrounding the operation of the 
Balga Works program in 2004-07; 

(e) the circumstances surrounding the payment and nonpayment of former 
employees of the Balga Works program; 

(f) the circumstances surrounding the funding of accommodation for young 
people provided under the Balga Works program at Nottingham Street, 
Joondalup, by the Department for Community Development in 2004-07; and 

(g) such other relevant matters as the committee considers appropriate. 

(3) The committee has the power to send for persons, papers and records and the power 
to travel. 

(4) The committee may present interim reports without a requirement for leave. 
(5) The committee is to report to the house no later than Thursday, 6 December 2007. 

THE PRESIDENT (Hon Nick Griffiths):  The question is that the motion be agreed to.  Those of that opinion 
say aye. 
An opposition member:  Aye. 
The PRESIDENT:  To the contrary, no. 
Hon Kim Chance:  Sorry; I didn’t hear the question. 
The PRESIDENT:  It is interesting.  I said that we had moved to motions on notice.  The first motion on notice 
is motion 58.  The question is that the motion be agreed to. 

Point of Order 
Hon NORMAN MOORE:  My understanding is that the question was put and was passed.  I wonder why we 
are now reverting to putting the question. 

Hon Kim Chance:  I didn’t hear the question. 

Hon NORMAN MOORE:  The member should have been listening. 

The PRESIDENT:  Order, members!  It seems to me that not many members in the house are paying attention 
to what is going on.  Firstly, I read out quite clearly that we had moved on to motions on notice - the motion is 
motion 58 - and that the question was that the motion be agreed to; those of that opinion say aye. 

Several opposition members:  Aye. 
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The PRESIDENT:  One moment.  I am not putting the question; I am just telling members what happened!  I 
heard one voice only say aye.  Then, before I had declared the vote one way or the other, there was absolute 
silence.  I had not finished putting the question, in my view.  I will put the question again: the question is that the 
motion be agreed to.  Does the Minister for Local Government seek the call? 

Hon LJILJANNA RAVLICH:  Yes, I do - I wish to continue my remarks. 

The PRESIDENT:  I should point out, minister, that when members seek the call, they should make it clear that 
they are seeking the call and say, “Mr President”. 

Hon LJILJANNA RAVLICH:  Yes, I am terribly sorry, Mr President. 

Debate Resumed 

HON LJILJANNA RAVLICH (East Metropolitan - Minister for Local Government) [4.08 pm]:  I thank 
the President for the opportunity to continue my remarks.  When I spoke on this issue last time, the message I 
really wanted to convey was that people had commenced with very good intent on this matter.  For example, on 
Saturday, 5 March, The West Australian ran an article reporting just how good this program is.  At that time 
there was considerable optimism about what this program would deliver to the youth of the area.  I refer to an 
article in The West Australian written by Charlie Wilson-Clark, which states -  

Not content with Australia’s first on-campus child-care facility for teen mums or rallying 15-year-olds 
to pledge never to go on the dole, Balga Senior High School was breaking the mould again.   

Balga Senior High School is a unique school in that its staff pride themselves on thinking outside the square and 
of doing things differently with the aim of achieving improved results.  It is not unusual that Australia’s first on-
campus childcare facility for teen mums was at Balga Senior High School, nor is it unusual that it took the 
initiative of instituting the Balga Works program.  The program was targeted at a certain sector of the school 
population.  There is no doubt that the program’s future looked to be very positive, particularly given that there 
was much support from a range of stakeholders.  

There is no doubt that the school was attended by a number of high-risk teenagers.  However, a number of high-
risk students from outside the local intake area were drawn to the school because the programs it offered were 
unique.  It is fair to say that in terms of the aspirations of the students themselves, many of them found hope for 
the first time.  The article to which I referred earlier states -  

Ricky Woods and Kelvin Garlett, both 15, admit they have never really gone to school.   

Quite clearly, the state is limited in what it has to offer students with severe behavioural difficulties, especially 
those combined with a complexity of other problems.  There are, however, many programs to cater for such 
students.  The solution offered by Balga Senior High School’s unique program provided a great deal of hope for 
some students.  The article continues -  

Ricky moved to WA from Adelaide three years ago and has barely seen the inside of a classroom since.  
Kelvin just didn’t go.   
But the boys have found themselves on a different pathway at the northern suburbs school.  This time 
it’s called Balga Works and they are determined to achieve a paying apprenticeship and a job.  
“This is better than any other school,” Ricky said.  “Here you get to make things and do things - it’s 
better than hanging around on the street.” 

Principal Merv Hammond has teamed up with private training provider, MITS, to launch Balga Works 
and has 80 students, boys and girls, enrolled.   
Classes and workshops run from 7am to 7pm and do not stop for school holidays.   

Part of the challenge of dealing with high-risk students, particularly those in their teenage years, is to ensure that 
they are gainfully occupied.  The Balga Works program tried not only to improve students’ literacy and 
numeracy skills, but also to match them with vocational opportunities.  It also recognised the important need of 
ensuring that young people were actively engaged; hence the reason that classes and workshops were conducted 
from 7.00 am to 7.00 pm and why they did not cease during school holidays.  The students learnt life skills and 
work skills as well as basic mathematics and English so that they could cope with an apprenticeship course.  
Keep in mind that many of these students may not have had a great deal of schooling and some probably did not 
go to school very often at all.  Obviously, it would have been very important for the students to increase their 
general skill levels so that they were prepared or had the skill levels to move into a traineeship and possibly into 
an apprenticeship.  Those students who were not going to do a traineeship could perhaps go directly into an 
apprenticeship, because there are a number of ways in which students can access these courses.   
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If the students got a job, the Balga Works program would continue to mentor them for four years.  As is often the 
case in dealing with students who have a high level of need, it takes continued support and mentoring just to 
make sure that they can carry out some of the functions that other students find to be normal practice.  For some 
of these students these are quite big tasks.  For example, most 15 or 16-year-olds may be quite capable of getting 
themselves out of bed, making their breakfast and knowing which transport to take to get themselves to an 
appropriate course, whether it is at school or an off-site workplace.  However, for other students this is a 
considerably harder task.  We cannot just assume that everybody has the exact skills required to meet even some 
of the more simple challenges.  Therefore, one of the aspirations of the Balga Works program was to ensure that 
those students who had secure jobs, who were being taken on as apprentices, and who might have been at risk 
after some period of time of dropping their bundle and not wanting to proceed would receive an obviously 
needed additional level of support.  Consequently, I think the Balga Works program aimed to continue to provide 
them with mentoring for up to four years. 

In the article about the Balga Works program in The West Australian on 5 March 2005, Mr Hammond said - 

Between Wanneroo Road and the Hills, there are 2000 kids aged 15 to 18 who don’t go to school . . . 
They are not TAFE-ready, but at the end of this, there are jobs for them.   

I do not know how many jobs there may have been; I guess that was estimated by the principal at that point in 
time.  However, having had extensive experience with young people, there is no doubt in my mind that there is a 
category of students who require additional attention to make sure that they are job ready.  The article then 
states - 

MITS chief executive Michael Carton, a Balga High graduate, said there were about 50 possible career 
paths available for the teenagers.  Some would get work within a few months, for others it would take 
two years.   

With employer support, crisis accommodation was being supplied for a handful of students who could 
not live at home.   

From the article, we can see that there seemed to be a great deal of optimism about this program for a category of 
students who otherwise may well have been overlooked entirely.  As good as systems are, there is no doubt that 
particularly large systems have their challenges.  Quite clearly, Balga Works is a program that started off with all 
the very best intent but eventually succumbed to some of the challenges, which unfortunately has now put this 
whole program into a bad light.  That was in March.  The next time we heard about this program was on 
14 November 2006, when it was bubbling away in media articles.  There appears to be some criticism of the 
program in an article in the Wanneroo Times.  There were a number of component parts to the program.  The 
residential aspect of the program was one part that was criticised and that came to the fore.  An article in the 
Wanneroo Times of Tuesday, 14 November 2006 states -  

RESIDENTS in Nottinghill Street, Joondalup, have been lobbying a local politician to see a youth 
program moved or closed. 
Balga Works was designed to give teenagers of disadvantaged backgrounds a chance to turn around 
their life and finish their education. 
Balga Works management committee chairman Jon Cook said the program was important to the lives of 
the young people staying there. 
“They’re . . . committed to improving their lot in life,” . . .  
However, residents say they have had enough of anti-social behaviour in the area they believe is caused 
by the Works, its residents and its visitors. 

One of the lessons that may well have been learnt was that the hostel-type accommodation facilities were to 
house high-risk teenagers within the context of a family environment, but the level of tolerance within the local 
community was not as high as one might have expected.  However, some of the initial problems that emerged 
seemed to be with the residential aspect of the program.  Vivienne Cunniffe, a local resident - I think she is a 
local resident - wrote an open letter to Joondalup MLA Tony O’Gorman requesting action on the matter.  
According to this article, Mrs Cunniffe is reported to have said -  

“We have had our lives socially and emotionally eroded over the last 18 months by the continued, albeit 
spasmodic anti-social behaviour of the residents belonging to the Balga Works program,” . . .  
“Generally incidents are managed by police or carers, but these are also disruptive to our lives.” 

Jane Thompson is also a resident in the vicinity and she said that she was sick of the late-night noise on the 
street.  Had they been low-risk students who were easy to deal with and were always compliant, obviously some 
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of these situations may not have arisen.  However, they were not compliant, easy-to-manage kids.  They were 
kids who had been in and out of detention centres in some cases.  They were kids who had been brought up in 
pretty harsh environments and perhaps did not go home to a lovely environment after school each night.  They 
were kids whom we as a community had a responsibility for, and, as a community, we should accept that we had 
a responsibility for them.  However, I am the first to agree that, with the benefit of hindsight, perhaps locating 
them in a built-up residential area became an issue because they were possibly a bit rowdy, misbehaved and used 
bad language - I do not know about that for a fact.  Allegations have been made in this article of their fighting, 
yelling, swearing and breaking windows.  The article states - 

Mr Cook said while there were some problems, much of the trouble in the area was wrongly attributed 
to residents of the Balga Works. 

A couple of forces were working against each other.  On the one hand, there were the people involved in the 
Balga Works program.  I will not go into their character or business relations.   

Hon Simon O’Brien:  Why not?  That is what the motion is about. 

Hon LJILJANNA RAVLICH:  I will not go into that because, depending on the outcome of this motion, the 
committee will have - 

The PRESIDENT:  Order!  I do not know whether members can hear me, but we are having difficulty with the 
acoustics in the chamber and that makes life more difficult for Hansard than is normally the case, subject of 
course to the level of interjections.  I think Hansard would appreciate it if interjections could be kept to an 
absolute minimum, more so than usual, until such time as the problem has been fixed.  The same applies to 
members moving around the chamber and talking.  We need to get on with the business of this house.   

Hon LJILJANNA RAVLICH:  I hope it is not me who is affecting the acoustics, because I certainly do not 
want that to be the case.  I know that I have an effect on many things in this place, but I never thought I would 
have an impact on the acoustics.   

Certainly, the view of the people involved in the program was such that they were doing the right thing by 
offering the students the opportunities that they would not otherwise have had.  They probably thought that if 
many of these children, who were aged 15 and 16, did not get the opportunities at that age, they would become 
reliant on social welfare and would not have good life outcomes.  For example, they would have ongoing 
problems with the police, the justice system or whatever.  These young people were very much at risk.  These 
children needed to be looked after within a nice environment - hence the hostel set-up.  On the other hand, for 
the local community it was something new and their attitude could well have been that it was not their problem 
and they should not have to live with the consequences. 

The article title “Youth program criticised”, states - 

Acting North West Metro Superintendent Valdo Sorgiovanni said it was hard to say how many 
incidents related directly to the Balga Works because young people often came and went from the 
houses. 
“I’m a believer that we need to keep working with these kids,” he said. 
“But there needs to be strong parameters. 
“At the end of the day, these kids have to be housed somewhere.”   

I guess that there is always the likelihood that a situation will arise whereby a group of youths living within a 
community are not responsible for the negative things that occur; however, it can become part of the community 
folklore that they are believed to be the cause of, or receive the blame for, things that perhaps should not have 
been attributed to them.  When the issue came to light, a number of matters were referred by the department to 
the Corruption and Crime Commission.  An article in The West Australian on 29 November 2006 stated -  

The CCC investigation is believed to focus on a deal struck between the principal of Balga Senior High 
School and a Melbourne-based company which ran a program in the school providing educational and 
other support to students at risk of reoffending. 

I will make a couple of comments on that matter.  The arrangement, or deal, between the principal and the 
private company was quite clearly initiated by the principal together with the Melbourne-based company 
director.  My recollection is that no approval was sought.  I do not know whether the approval of the district 
director or the then director general was sought.  My approval was certainly not sought.  I get a bit tired when 
directors general or ministers are accused over the actions of individuals in agencies who have a devolved 
responsibility.  The responsibilities cannot be devolved so that the schools are self-determining and autonomous, 
as was done by the previous government - 
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Hon Barry House:  You’d better look up what the position of minister actually means.   

Hon LJILJANNA RAVLICH:  My reading of this is that Mr Hammond thought he was quite within his rights 
to enter into such an agreement.  Quite frankly, I do not think that he was, but after a deal is done, a lot of 
mopping up follows.  I will reiterate the point that there was no intent -  

Several members interjected. 

The PRESIDENT:  Order!  I have pointed out already that the acoustics in the chamber are not what they are 
supposed to be at this moment.  Therefore, it would be appreciated by Hansard if members could restrain 
themselves from interjecting, unless the interjection is absolutely necessary.  Of course, that is a matter for 
members.   

Hon LJILJANNA RAVLICH:  I could go on about this for a long time, but by way of conclusion, there is no 
doubt in my mind that the intent of Mr Hammond, the parents and citizens association and the local community 
was good.  It is unfortunate that good intent may not have been followed by good practice.  I am saddened that 
this has been the outcome of a program that had all the hallmarks of delivering some good life opportunities and 
outcomes for the students.   

HON GIZ WATSON (North Metropolitan) [4.34 pm]:  I refer to the establishment of a select committee into 
matters related to the Balga Works program.  This story, as members would no doubt have gathered by now, is 
an awful saga that has left a lot of people emotionally and financially damaged.  The questions that the 
Greens (WA) have been asking ourselves are: because there is no doubt that serious wrongs have been done, are 
these wrongs being addressed adequately; and, if so, by whom?  What has been the role of the Department of 
Education and Training, the Minister for Education and Training and the ministerial staff in this saga?  These 
questions have been raised in this place by Hon Peter Collier in particular and also by the media, for quite a few 
months.  How were significant funds allocated to these programs despite their not having support at the outset 
from the Minister for Education and Training?  What moneys and other entitlements are still due to the former 
employees?  What, if anything, can be done to assist the former students and employees who have been damaged 
by the failure of this program?  How can we help prevent something similar from happening in the future?  
Having followed the debate and the questions asked in this place by Hon Peter Collier, my colleague Hon Paul 
Llewellyn and I remain concerned that the full disclosure of this saga has not occurred.  I am aware that at least 
some of the allegations regarding the Balga Works program have been referred to the police, the Corruption and 
Crime Commission and the Auditor General.  The people who have been involved in this failed program have 
been seeking redress from a number of avenues.  Therefore, it is important that the house, and, indeed, any 
standing committee that investigates this matter, is very cognisant of that.  Former employees and participants in 
the program have provided me with strong evidence that in the past many attempts were made to get government 
members in particular to intervene in the operation of this program.  People were crying out for assistance, yet 
they have told me that their concerns were not listened to. 

A number of former employees whom I have met with and who have obviously been following this debate in 
this chamber have told me directly of their allegations.  Those allegations are that the program failed to provide 
the services that were promised; that the government failed to provide duty of care to the students; that bullying 
occurred; that there were poor work conditions; that management was totally inadequate; that staff intimidation 
occurred; and that the staff did not receive the proper award rates and conditions.  It is true that not each issue 
that is raised in the public arena or even within Parliament warrants a parliamentary inquiry.  However, having 
considered the evidence, particularly after having met with the affected parties, we believe that this matter 
warrants an inquiry.  It is also reasonable to argue that this matter should be dealt with fairly urgently, or as 
quickly as we can.  Various parties, particularly the former staff and students, are feeling deeply aggrieved and 
affected by this matter.  I cannot pre-empt what a parliamentary inquiry can do to assist in this matter, but we 
should establish a committee of inquiry to try to get answers to some of the unanswered questions and to test the 
role of the state.  The inquiry could determine, for example, whether the state has a duty to ensure that these 
people are adequately compensated.  I have placed on the notice paper an amendment to the motion, and 
although I have circulated some copies, I will provide members with a couple more. 

Amendment to Motion 
Hon GIZ WATSON:  I move - 

(1) To delete paragraphs (1), (3) and (4). 

(2) To delete “committee” in paragraph (2), and to substitute the following - 
Standing Committee on Estimates and Financial Operations 

(3) To delete paragraphs (a)-(f) inclusive of part (2), and to insert instead - 
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(a) the establishment, administration and financing of the Balga Works program; and 

(4) To delete in part (5) the date “6 December” and substitute “18 October”. 

I will explain to members this proposition.  The effect of the first amendment will be that, instead of establishing 
a select committee of inquiry, the matter will be referred to the Standing Committee on Estimates and Financial 
Operations.  Members will be aware that the standing committee has broad terms of reference, including - 

The functions of the Committee are to consider and report on - 

. . .  

. . . any matter relating to the financial administration of the State; 

I am aware that, within the resourcing of the Legislative Council and its committee system, although there is 
sometimes good argument for establishing a select committee, if an existing standing committee has broad terms 
of reference that would encompass matters that are sought to be inquired into, it is important to first consider 
whether a standing committee is appropriate.  Having done that, and having taken some advice from the mover 
of the motion and other members, I believe that, under the terms of reference of that standing committee, we can 
consider these areas of concern that Hon Peter Collier has raised.  I also hope - perhaps Hon Peter Collier will 
respond - that the mover of the motion will become a participating member in the inquiry.  Therefore, we would 
have the benefit of the work he has already done in this area. 

The second amendment in effect deletes the detailed terms outlined in paragraph (2) of the motion.  My thinking 
is that we could encompass all those matters by a broader reference to the establishment, administration and 
financing of the Balga Works program.  I am particularly cognisant of the fact, as I said earlier, that some of 
these matters have been referred to the police, the Corruption and Crime Commission and the Auditor General.  
It is really important that the committee have the opportunity to hear from all those bodies in the first instance 
and to then assess the more detailed matters that the committee might choose to focus on.  I suggest that the 
committee would have in mind the proposer’s words in the motion, but also take advice in private from the other 
bodies that are investigating these matters, to ensure that what we do as a parliamentary committee does not 
jeopardise or duplicate any of their work.  We need to look at the specific aspects that do not relate to matters 
that the police, the CCC or the Auditor General might be inquiring into. 

The third amendment is to change the reporting date.  I believe that when Hon Peter Collier envisaged putting 
this motion on the notice paper, he put a reporting date for the end of this year.  It is reasonable, now that we 
have a fixed time to start the inquiry, that we have a shorter reporting date.  I propose that 18 October would be 
sufficient.  It should not be a drawn-out inquiry; it should be one that tries to resolve some of the outstanding 
questions that former employees, participants in the program and other interested parties have raised. 

I should also note that the subject matter raised around the Balga Works program involves sensitive issues, 
particularly when we are dealing with minors.  We have a responsibility to protect the identity of those who 
should not be named in public.  I would therefore make it clear, as Chair of that standing committee, that we 
would take that evidence in private.  In fact, some people involved in this process have been aggrieved as former 
employees, and I have indicated to them very clearly that the committee will have the capacity to hear in private 
what they say.  That is appropriate for an inquiry of this nature.  With those remarks, I encourage the house to 
support my amendment.  If the amendment is successful, I will support the amended motion. 

HON KEN TRAVERS (North Metropolitan) [4.46 pm]:  I want to make a couple of comments as a member 
of the Standing Committee on Estimates and Financial Operations.  It is always good to sit in this place at this 
time of the parliamentary session and debate our homework for the break! 

Hon Simon O’Brien:  If you’re not up for it, we can substitute Hon Peter Collier for you on the committee, if 
you like.  

Hon KEN TRAVERS:  I think the membership and those issues are probably best debated behind the chair.  I 
will not raise that in this debate in the house today, but I certainly intend to talk to members about those issues 
raised earlier by Hon Giz Watson because I was not aware of them.   

I will deal with the course of action outlined by way of the amendment that has been moved by Hon Giz Watson.  
I support the amendment, as it is an appropriate way of moving forward on this matter.  It is often difficult when 
committee members are unable to talk about some of the past actions of the committee because of the 
requirement to not discuss details of matters until the committee has reported.  The course of action outlined by 
Hon Giz Watson is appropriate.  Although I respect the primacy of this house to determine what it wants the 
committee to investigate, and the right of the committee to choose to investigate any matter, we must ensure that 
we do that in full knowledge so that no unintended consequences arise from that action.  
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Hon Giz Watson suggested that the committee work according to very broad terms of reference, and that one of 
the first things the committee should do is develop some areas on which the committee can focus, using the 
terms of reference that have been previously moved by Hon Peter Collier.  Hon Barry House will recall how 
easy it is to stray from the subject if the terms of reference are too broad, and how sometimes we need to rein 
back those terms.  As a result of discussions with those bodies Hon Giz Watson has talked about, the committee 
will need to consider whether the advertisement that is placed for this inquiry should indicate, at the very least, 
the initial areas that the committee intends to focus on.  I am quite looking forward to this inquiry, because 
although this is an issue that I as a member representing the northern suburbs have not been directly involved 
with, I have been aware of the debates about this issue.  Because I was aware that others were involved in the 
debates, I have not taken an active involvement.  I look forward to finding out all the issues involved.  As a 
member of the Standing Committee on Estimates and Financial Operations, I certainly am happy to indicate that 
I will make myself available during the break to participate and get this inquiry underway and conducted as 
quickly as possible, bearing in mind the reporting date of 18 October.  I want to finish with the comment that 
Hon Giz Watson started with: all too often in this house we have been guilty of referring too many matters to 
select committees when we have standing committees that have the capacity to deal with them.  I do not disagree 
that there are times when select committees are appropriate.  However, when one looks at the terms of reference 
proposed by Hon Peter Collier, one sees that they are perfect terms of reference to enable the estimates and 
financial operations standing committee to conduct an inquiry and report on the matters Hon Peter Collier was 
seeking to have investigated in moving his original motion.  We should always be mindful of the need to look at 
standing committees as the first option for holding inquiries, not as the last option.  In recent times it has become 
a little too common to refer matters to select committees.  As we all know, that places enormous pressures on the 
committee staff resources.   

It is appropriate to make those comments in light of the recent appointment of the Clerk Assistant (Committees).  
I put on the record my wholehearted congratulations to Paul Grant on the appointment you announced yesterday, 
Mr President.  He has done a great job.  We need to be cognisant of the pressure we place on the committee 
system.  In the past the committee staff, Paul being one of them, have often worked long hours to meet the 
requirements of this house in the many areas we have asked committees to look into and investigate.   

I support the approach outlined by Hon Giz Watson.  I certainly look forward as a member of that committee, if 
the amendment is passed, to carrying out this inquiry in the terms outlined by Hon Giz Watson. 

HON PETER COLLIER (North Metropolitan) [4.53 pm]:  I want to say a few words.  The opposition will 
support the amendment.  I put on record my appreciation to the Greens for their support of this motion and the 
intent of the motion, which is to get to the bottom of the Balga Works fiasco.  As far as the first part of the 
amendment relating to the Standing Committee on Estimates and Financial Operations is concerned, I have no 
problem with that.  The second part of the amendment with regard to the establishment, administration and 
financing of the Balga Works program certainly encompasses the whole issue.  I am sure the deliberations of the 
committee will get to the bottom of what actually went on and why money was poured into a program that was 
deficient.  With regard to the membership of the committee, I appreciate the opportunity to participate in the 
committee’s deliberations.  I would like to think we could move swiftly on this matter and establish this 
committee so that it can begin its deliberations.   
HON SIMON O’BRIEN (South Metropolitan) [4.55 pm]:  I will be brief.  Hopefully, this proposed 
amendment will be agreed to well before five o’clock.  I have listened with interest to the debate so far.  I share 
Hon Peter Collier’s enthusiasm for an inquiry to be established so that we can get to the bottom of these matters.  
It is important that we do that.  However, I was almost dumbstruck when the Minister for Local Government, 
when she was filling in time just now, said words to the effect, “How can a minister with devolved responsibility 
for a department possibly be held to account and be required to take any form of responsibility for that 
department?”  Hon Peter Collier then interjected - despite the difficulties with the acoustics in the chamber at 
this time - and said to the minister, “Don’t you believe in the Westminster system?”  The minister pooh-poohed 
that idea and said that it had no relevance in this case.  I therefore thought I would help the minister out - because 
there seems to be an epidemic of forgetfulness, or amnesia, in the Australian Labor Party in this state - and 
remind the minister of some of her words when she was sitting on this side of the house.  On 12 October 2000, 
Hon Ljiljanna Ravlich was haranguing ministers of the coalition government at the time, and she said -  

Members opposite may think they can govern with a hands-off approach, but they are part of the 
Westminster system and can abrogate ministerial responsibility no more than can chief executive 
officers abrogate responsibility for what happens in their agencies.   

That quote can be found at page 1986 of Hansard.  I thank the minister for her little outburst of hypocrisy.  
However, the minister seems to have forgotten what she said when she was sitting on this side of the house.  
That is the reason we need an inquiry into this matter.   
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Hon Ljiljanna Ravlich interjected. 
The PRESIDENT:  Order!  I have mentioned several times this afternoon that we are having difficulty with the 
acoustics, yet some members are continuing to interject and to have no regard whatsoever for the role that 
Hansard is playing.  Has Hon Simon O’Brien concluded his remarks? 
Hon Simon O’Brien:  Yes, Mr President. 
Amendment put and passed. 

Motion, as Amended 

Question put and passed.   
 


